Abbotsford Community Garden
DeLair Road, Abbotsford
September 2015

Fall Work-Bee
Our final work-bee of the year is scheduled
for September 12 from 10:00 a.m. to
noon.
We’ll need to clean up the community areas,
greenhouse, and the equipment room. This
is a perfect opportunity to get the last of
your work in-kind hours completed to
re-register your plot.
Make sure to write your work in-kind hours
on your plot card!
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E-mail: administrator@abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com

HARVEST FAIR

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Abbotsford Community Garden members and their families
are invited to our annual Harvest Fair.
Please register via e-mail by 4:00 p.m., September 24.

BBQ
We’ll supply the hamburgers, hot dogs, and beverages.* Plot holders should bring a dish that
could feed six to eight people as follows:
•
•

Even plot numbers bring a dessert, and,
Odd plot numbers bring a salad.

Due to the number of unexpected guests last year, we are asking for a $2 per person fee.
Payment will be required when you arrive at the event and will be exchanged for a BBQ ticket.
Please register by 4:00 p.m., Thursday September 24 and indicate your plot number and the
number of people who will attend.
*Due to an exceptionally early harvest, the corn on the cob that we usually serve may not be
available.

Harvest Display
A harvest display is where you can show off items that
you grew in your garden.
 A unique or interesting vegetable. It could be one of a

kind (no other garden has that plant), a very BIG vegetable, or a uniquely shaped vegetable. Whatever you
have grown that would interest other gardeners.

 Baking, a vegetable dish, or an entrée. It can have

other ingredients but must feature something from your
garden.

 Something you have canned, processed, dried, or

otherwise preserved such as pickles, relishes, jellies, or
jams.

 A bouquet or an arrangement of flowers to show the

beauty of what your garden produced. This could
include photos or a collage of your garden experience.

PLOT RE-REGISTRATION & DEPOSIT REFUNDS
This is a re-registration for current members to renew their plot(s).
This is NOT a registration event for new members.

Plot Re-Registration

Deposit Refunds

Members have the option to renew their plot or
request a different plot (based on
availability), in September of every year.

If you are choosing not to return to the garden
next year, your deposit will be returned if your
plot is clean and your key is returned by
September 30, 2015. This means that all
annual plants and weeds are removed and
there is no garbage (netting, stakes, etc.) left
in your plot. Once your plot is clean, please
contact Plot Maintenance for an inspection.

You have two opportunities to re-register your
plot for 2016:
 Saturday, September 26 from 12:30 p.m.

to 2:00 p.m.
 Saturday, October 3 from 12:30 p.m. to

2:00 p.m.

To re-register:
1. You need to re-register in person.
If you cannot attend, please send someone
in your place.
2. Full payment is required at the time of
re-registration (cash or cheque only).

3. All your work in-kind hours must be
complete and recorded on your plot card.
4. Complete the registration form.
Please note that by signing the registration
form, you are agreeing to the terms of the
Abbotsford Community Garden Society.
These are outlined on the registration form
and in the Abbotsford Community Garden
Agreement Supplement Guide.
To keep the registration line moving, please
have your forms completed in advance. The
forms are available on-line. A few forms will
be available at registration. For insurance
purposes, please identify the adults that will
be working in your plot.

Deposits will be returned during the
re-registration events on September 26 and
October 3. If you miss these opportunities, you
will have to wait until the spring 2016
registration.

2016 Work In-Kind
During the registration events, you will have
the opportunity to sign-up for your 2016 work
in-kind area. The community areas include:












Potato patch,
Winter squash,
Summer squash,
Raspberry patch,
Strawberry patch,
Orchard,
Herb garden,
Greenhouse,
Lawn maintenance,
Equipment maintenance, and
Goat care.

For those who may be interested, positions are
always available on the Board of Directors.

REMINDERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Parking
There still appears to be some confusion about
parking at the garden. Parking is restricted to
the parking lot only. This was voted in by the
membership at the May 2013 Annual General
Meeting.
The only exceptions are when
you are loading/unloading heavy
or extra large items that cannot
otherwise be carried; or, if you
display your parking permit/
placard. If you are having
difficulties, there are plenty of wheelbarrows to
help you carry materials to and from your plot.
We understand that at times, you need to drop
someone off. This is acceptable as long as you
move your vehicle afterwards.
Parking outside of the parking lot is a safety
concern. It is also disrespectful to our garden
community. It brings exhaust pollution close to
the carefully tended organic vegetables or plot
holders in those area, as well as the community
patches. At times, it has even prevented
gardeners from accessing their plot on all sides.
If you are concerned about leaving your vehicle
unattended when you are alone or when only a
few people are at the garden, please feel free
to lock the gate behind you.

Thank you!
We would like to thank Jalise Peters who helped
us purchase a BBQ and food at a considerable
savings for our July BBQ. We would also like to
thank Anne and Lubbert for donating the BBQ
gas tanks.

Reminders
 Only take food from the labelled

“community” areas. We also have private
raised beds that are not for community
picking.

 Dispose of your picked weeds and

plants in the compost pile, not in the
pathways and not in the garbage.

 Dispose of blight-infected plants

(tomatoes, potatoes, and green peppers)
immediately. For more information on how to
identify late blight: Late Blight Disease on
Home Garden Potatoes. and Tomatoes.

Social Media
We have had great activity on our Facebook
page from our members. Thanks and keep the
contributions coming!
Feel free to share a family favorite dish that you
make with your garden produce. Perhaps you
have a great way to preserve your fruits and
vegetables. Or, maybe there are some
interesting plants that you grew in your garden.
Keep sharing your thoughts
and experiences.
We are also on the lookout for gardening posts
and references for our
website.

Preparing Your Garden for Winter
General Tips

Winter Gardening

1. Remove materials such as boards, fencing, or
empty pots lying in or around your garden. It
creates a habitat for pests like voles.

August to October is a good time to plant for a
winter to summer harvest. Below is a list of a
few vegetables, flowers, and herbs that can be
started now. A full list can be found in the West
Coast Seeds planting charts.

2. Remove annual plants including tomatoes
and potatoes. Non-diseased plant parts
(except tomatoes, potatoes, and peppers)
can be worked back into the soil to improve
soil organic matter.
3. Remove weeds. Weeds can germinate and go
to seed during the fall increasing your work
next spring.
4. Some gardeners cover their plots with porous
landscape fabric to reduce the weed
population. Make sure any cover is secure
and won’t fly away during our windy wintery
days. Do not use plastic.
5. You can plant a cover crop and incorporate
the “green manure” into your soil in the
spring. A cover crop also reduces weed
growth. Be warned that some cover crops
can grow quite tall making it difficult to
manage in the spring. We recommend barley
or oats. Avoid the use of legumes and winter
cereals like rye or winter wheat.
6. Place mulch around sensitive perennials.
Acceptable mulches include grass clippings,
straw, leaves, peat moss, manure, fir bark,
and sawdust. Cardboard and newsprint are
acceptable provided they are covered. Do not
use western red cedar bark mulch, black
plastic, hay, or gravel.

September:









Arugula,
Pac choi;
Leaf lettuce,
Winter cabbage,
Parsley,
*Kale,
*Collard greens, and,
*Swiss chard

 May have better results if you use trans-

plants.

September to mid October:






Lavender,
Pansies,
Poppies,
Pac choi, and
Garlic.

October to mid November:



Garlic, and
Broad beans.

The love of gardening is a seed once sown that never dies.

Gertrude Jekyll

The Abbotsford Community Garden Society would like
to thank all members for their participation in 2015.

