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Abbotsford Community Garden  
DeLair Road, Abbotsford Established 2008 
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About the Garden 
 
The vision of a community garden, the first in 
Abbotsford, began with Lloyd Riekman in 2007. 
With help from the City of Abbotsford Parks, 
Recreation and Culture Department and several 
volunteers, the community gardens opened with 
34 plots in spring 2008. This grew to 77 plots in 
2009 to our current 151 plots and raised beds.   
 
The purpose of our community garden is to: 

1. Foster the principles behind community 
growth and development;  

2. Engage and educate members on nutrition, 
environmental stewardship, agriculture, and 
passive recreation;  

3. Provide a positive and complimentary        
environment where agriculture, wildlife, and 
passive recreation are brought together;  

4. Create a growing  space for community inter-
action; and  

5. Provide an opportunity to participate in the 
natural process of growing food. 

 
To continue with the concept of 
community, please join us 
throughout the season for our 
work-bees, BBQs, and  
educational events.  
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E-mail: administrator@abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com 

Things to do in April 

 Direct seed—broccoli, kale, carrots, broad 
beans, arugula, corn salad, fennel, collard 
greens, peas, leeks, kohlrabi, lettuce,     
onions, scallions, parsnips, radishes,     
spinach, Swiss chard, turnips, calendula, 
cosmos, marigolds, nasturtium, sweat peas, 
bergamot, borage, catnip, chamomile, 
cilantro, fennel, lavender, lemon balm, and 
mint. 

 Plant summer blooming bulbs and combs. 

 Join us for our first Garden Talk on April 25  

“Garden Design” 

mailto:administrator@abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com
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The Abbotsford Community Garden Society 
held its annual general meeting on March 7, 
2015. A copy of the minutes are provided in 
the blue business binder in the greenhouse. 
 
 New signage was posted to remind every-

one to lock the gate before leaving the 
garden. It was also suggested to lock the 
gate while you are inside the garden, espe-
cially if you are there by yourself or working 
at the far end of the garden. 

 Sorry but you are on your own for rototilling 
this year. 

 We had many unexpected attendees (i.e., 
they didn’t RSVP) and non-members at last 
fall’s BBQ. This resulted in us running out of 
hamburgers and hot dogs. It was agreed 
that for the 2015 fall BBQ, only members 
who RSVP will be allowed to participate. As 
you arrive, your name will be checked off 
the RSVP list and you will be given a ticket 
for a BBQ item and a drink. The tickets will 
be $2 per person. We welcome children, 
grandchildren, and immediate family.   

 Due to severe scab, potatoes will only be 
grown in the south half of the potato patch 
this year with winter squash in the north 
half. We will rotate these areas each year. 

 
 

 
 

The 2015 Board of Directors are: 
 
President Lolita Aumuller 
Vice-president Geoff Hughes-Games 
Treasurer Stan Tam 
Secretary Kate Jordan 
Registrars Sue Seguire/Shirley Tam 
Educational events Elsie Friesen 
Social coordinator Murdena Basok 
Volunteer coordinator Beena Joseph 
Web master Karen Bush 
 
Thank you Debi Sand and Alison Speirs for 
your work as volunteer coordinators over the 
last 2 years. And, welcome Beena Joseph who 
is our new volunteer coordinator.  
 
The 2015 Community leads are: 
 
Equipment Graham Thomson 
Food bank Lois MacKenzie 
Goats Jane Pritchard/Kate Racette  
Greenhouse Debi Sand 
Herb garden Anne O’Leary 
Lawn maintenance no lead 
Orchard Jeremy Hoos 
Potato patch Tracy Hueppelsheuser 
Pots/Beds/Entrance no lead 
Raspberry patch Elaine Garry 
Strawberry patch no lead 
Summer squash  Linda and Gilbert Wilson  
Winter squash Alison Speirs 
 
It is a huge challenge to find volunteers so 
THANK-YOU for stepping up as community 
leads.  
 

 

Notes from the AGM 
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Soil Tips 
 

Over 90% of the soil in the 
garden is the Buckerfield 
soil series, developed from 
moderately fine-textured 
lake deposits. The topsoil 
has a silty clay loam soil 
texture with about 10% 
sand, 60% silt, and 30% 
clay. The topsoil is about 17 
cm thick, underlain by a 
silty clay. These soils can be 
clumpy with poor drainage 

but are moderately to highly fertile.  
 
 Don’t work the soil when it is wet—it        

destroys the soil structure and soil          
organisms while increasing compaction. 

 Avoid excessive cultivation as this also     
destroys the soil structure and soil          
organisms.  

 In spring, add a 2.5 to 5 cm layer of organic 
compost (or you can add it a in the fall).  

 Most resources suggest working organic 
compost into the upper 10 to 20 cm but this 
may not be the best idea for our garden 
soil. Working the soil too deep creates 
clumps of soil on the surface. 

 Adding sand or other soil from outside the 
garden should be done with extreme care. 

 Allow a few days from the time you add   
organic compost to planting. 

 

 

 

Reminders 
 

 If you are the last person to leave, please 
ensure that the greenhouse doors and the 
entrance gate is closed and locked. We 
had a lot of thefts last year that are not     
covered by insurance. 

 Park in the parking lot unless you are 
loading or unloading. 

 Be conscious of the weight of items placed 
in the garbage bins. If possible, take your    
garbage and recycling home. 

 Return all tools to the greenhouse after 
daily use. They are for everyone’s use. 

 Please keep the area around your plot 
free of debris so our lawn maintenance 
team can mow the area.  

 Wind garden hoses back on the rack so 
they don’t get chewed up by lawnmowers.    

 Turn off both water taps after you’ve  
watered your plot.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 The compost bin is for compostable       
materials generated at the garden. No     
metal, plastic, lumber, treated wood or 
wood that has nails, screws, staples, etc.  

 Large pieces of wood, treated wood, and 
wood with nails, staples, screws, etc. go 
into the wood pile located south of the   
private raised beds.  

 Ag in the Classroom is off limits. Please 
do not ‘help’ weed, water, or harvest. 

 

Soil Tips and Reminders 
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Planning Your Garden and Garden Talk 

Here are just a few ideas to consider when planning your  
garden: 

1. Group plants based on their water needs so you don’t have 
to water the entire plot just to get water to the thirsty 
plants.  

2. Group plants based on their maturity so you can re-plant 
areas of early maturing crops. Alternatively, the early       
maturing crops will be picked in time to allow space for later 
maturing plants to grow in.  

3. Divide your plot into sections for annual crop rotations.   
Rotating crops help break pest and disease cycles and can 
improve nutrient use.  

4. Orient your plants in a north-south direction to maximize sun exposure. Put tall and trellised 
crops on the north side so they don’t shade shorter plants.  

5. Create a designated path to reduce walking in the growing areas and to reduce compaction.  

6. Plant for biodiversity. Consider planting 5-10% of your garden to flowers that attract and feed 
bees and beneficial insects. Place flowers throughout the plot.  

7. Many sources suggest crowding plants to reduce weeds but some plants like tomatoes, need 
good air circulation . A heavy ground cover can also harbour pests.  

Want even better ideas? Join Nancy Moore for our 
first garden talk of the year. 
 

Garden Design 
April 25 

10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
In the greenhouse (or outside if the weather is nice) 
 
Nancy Moore is an experienced landscape designer 
and long-time garden member. She is all too familiar 
with the do’s and don'ts in our garden and has a 
wealth of information that can help your garden 
grow! 
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Just Some Fun 

Across: 
3 An amendment we add to the soil 
4 A pest common in our garden 

5 Group plants by ______needs 
6 Name of the garden soil series 

7 Where you park your vehicle 

8 What can happen when we walk on 
the soil 

11 What we plant 
12 The process that transforms the 

seed embryo to a seedling 

14 It’s required for photosynthesis 
16 What we need to wind up after use 

17 What excessive soil cultivation   
destroys 

19 Material that does not belong in 
the compost bin 

 

Down: 
1 Used to cart loads of material 

2 A vegetable that can be planted in 
April 

3 Method of gardening we practice 

9 The garden was designed to create
    

10 What we constantly have to      
remove from our plots 

13 City where the garden is located 

15 Flower that can be planted in April 
18 What plants grow in 

20 Tool used to dig holes 

 
Answers provided in our next  
edition or visit our Facebook page. 
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Other Stuff 

Non-compostable material 
in the compost bin. 

 
The City of Abbotsford picks up our 
compost two to three times a year. It 
is supposed to be delivered to the 
composting facility but if any non-
compostable material is present, the 
entire load is sent to a Tier 1 landfill. 
Not only is this a waste of good or-
ganic material but it is the most ex-
pensive method of disposal.  
 
The picture to the left shows material 
that was hand-picked from the  
compost bin on April 5, 2014.  
 
Please: NO plastic, NO metal, NO 
treated wood, NO wood with  
staples, screws, nails, etc.  
 
And please do not bring your       
compostable materials from home. 
 

Other Happenings 

We sometimes receive announcements regarding 
events that may be of interest to our members. 
Here are a few from our Inbox: 

 Circlekeeping Workshop in Chilliwack. April 23 
and April 24 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Cost is 
$27.49.  

 VanDusen Plant Sale. April 26 from 10 am to 4 
pm at the VanDusen Botanical Garden. Admis-
sion to the gardens is free.  

 Forager Foundation is a Vancouver-based non-
profit. They are selling packets of native seeds 
traditionally used for food or medicine (online).  

Our spring work-bee will 
be on Saturday, May 23rd. 
 
We’ll confirm the time and 
send e-mail reminders as 

the date approaches. 

https://www.google.ca/search?sourceid=navclient&aq=&oq=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eventbrite.ca%2fcirclekeepig-workshop-tickets-16010051495&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4LENN_en___CA551&q=https%3a%2f%2fwww.eventbrite.ca%2fcirclekeepig-workshop-tickets-16010051495&gs_l=hp....0.0.5.1
http://vandusengarden.org/visit/whats-happening/featured-events
http://www.foragerfoundation.org/fundraisers/

