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Hello Fellow Gardeners! 
 
There is always something happening at the 
garden like the final work-bee of the year, 
the Harvest Fair and BBQ; and re-registration 
all in September.  
 
We communicate information through  
newsletters, the website, and e-mails (we try 
to minimize the number we send). So please 
make the effort to keep yourself informed.  
 
Our Website includes valuable resources, 
and, we are also building our Facebook page. 
If you have something of interest to share 
(observations, photos, anecdotes,  
articles, etc.) please e-mail us for posting. 
You can also post a question directly on  
Facebook. 
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September Work-Bee 
 
The final work-bee for the year will be on  
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 from 10 a.m. to  
12 p.m. Everyone is welcome as we have lots to 
do!! We’ll send reminder e-mails as the date  
approaches.  

We are asking attendees to bring 
tools from home if you have 
them, as our supply can be  
limited on these days.  

 
There are over 50 members who have not  
completed their work in-kind hours or have not 
recorded the hours on their plot cards.  
Remember, all your work in-kind hours must be 
completed to re-register in September. 

 

More About Thefts 
 

Many people who are not garden members  
enjoy walking through the area and taking in 
the beauty of all of your hard work. Although 
the majority of visitors are respectful, some 
have taken plants and food from the private 
raised beds and the community areas. 

If you come across a visitor taking food, a 
friendly conversation may be appropriate; but 
as always, do not put yourself in danger if you 
feel the person(s) may turn violent. We are 
looking into ways that we can discourage this.  
 

Wasp/Hornet Traps 
 
We placed three wasp traps 
around the garden to test 
their effectiveness for the up-
coming Harvest Fair. Please 
do not go near them as they 
are hopefully doing their job. 

 

Reminders 
 
 Only take food from the labelled 

“community” areas. We also have private 
raised beds that are not for community  
picking. 

 Dispose of your picked weeds and 
plants in the compost pile, not in the  
pathways. 

 Be careful when working around the  
greenhouse and please let us know if 
you’ve broken a glass pane. We  
understand that accidents happen but we 
can’t improve safety without knowing about 
these incidents. 

 Return all tools to the greenhouse after 
use. If you have borrowed some, please  
return!  

 Wind garden hoses back on the rack. 
Leaving them on the ground makes them vul-
nerable to being run over by lawnmowers.  

 Dispose of blight-infected plants 
(tomatoes, potatoes, and green peppers)  
immediately. For more information: Late 
Blight Disease on Home Garden Potatoes. 
and Tomatoes. 

 Turn off both water taps after you’ve  
watered your plot. As many of you know, the 
taps can leak. This wastes water, attracts 
wasps, hornets, and mosquitos; and it can 
flood nearby plots (yes, this has happened).  
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HARVEST FAIR, BBQ, &  
RE-REGISTRATION 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Abbotsford Community Garden members and their families  
are invited to the annual Harvest Fair and Barbecue.  

Please register via e-mail by September 18. 

Re-Registration 

You can re-register your plot for 2015 during the 
Harvest Fair. What you need to re-register: 

 You need to register in person, 

 Full payment is required at the time of 
registration (cash or cheque only),  

 All your work-in kind hours must be  
complete, and 

 Bring your garden key. 

There are changes to the garden’s operating 
procedures. Please refer to pages 4 and 5 for 
more information. 

BBQ 

The BBQ will start around noon. We’ll supply 
the hamburgers, hot dogs, corn on the cob, and 
beverages. Plot holders should bring a dish that 
could feed eight to ten people as follows:  

• even plot numbers bring a dessert  

• odd plot numbers bring a salad 
 

Harvest Display 

We are bringing back the harvest display. This 
is where you can show off items related to your 
garden plot. There are four categories for the 
display:  

1. A unique, or interesting vegetable. It could 
be one of a kind (no other garden has that 
plant), a very BIG vegetable, or a uniquely 
shaped vegetable. Whatever you have grown 
that would interest other gardeners.  

2. Baking or a vegetable dish or entree made 
with produce from the garden plot. It can 
have other ingredients but must feature 
something from your garden.  

3. Something you have canned, processed, 
dried or otherwise preserved such as pickles, 
relishes, jellies or jams.  

4. A bouquet or an arrangement of flowers to 
show the beauty of what your garden  
produced. This could include photos or a  
collage of your garden experience.  

We will have prizes for the best displays! 
 

mailto:administator@abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com


Members have the option to renew their plots or request a different plot, in September of every year. 
This is a re-registration for current members only. It is not a registration event for new members. 
You have 3 opportunities to re-register your plot for 2015: 

September 20 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. During the Harvest Fair 

September 24   6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. At the greenhouse 

September 28   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. At the greenhouse 

Members who are unable to attend a membership renewal event must contact the registrar and for-
ward full payment to be received by the treasurer by September 30. Plots that have not been  
renewed by September 30, go into the pool of available plots to be rented Spring 2015. 

What you need to re-register: 

1. You need to register in person, 

2. Full payment is required at the time of registration (cash or cheque only),  

3. All your work-in kind hours must be complete, and 

4. Bring your garden key. 

During registration, you will be asked to: 

1. Complete and/or submit the registration form (available on-line under 
the resources tab by early September), 

2. Confirm that all your contact information is up-to-date,  

3. Try your garden key on the greenhouse lock to make sure it fits (some of keys from last 
year don’t fit the greenhouse lock); and 

4. Complete the work in-kind sign-up sheet for 2015 (available on-line). See example form on 
the next page. 

 
The registration form and work in-kind sign-up sheets will be  
available at the registration events. If possible, please print 
your own copy and bring the completed forms with you. 
Prior to signing the agreement, it is recommended that you read 
the updated Abbotsford Community Garden Agreement  
Supplement Guide.  

 

Deposit Return 

If you are choosing not to return to the garden next year, your deposit will be returned if your plot is 
clean and your key is returned. This means that all annual plants and weeds are removed and there 
is no garbage (nettings, stakes, etc.) left in your plot. Once your plot is clean, please contact Plot 
Maintenance for inspection. 

 

RE-REGISTERING YOUR PLOT & DEPOSIT RETURN 

http://www.abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com/reference/Work-In-Kind_Sign-Up_Sheet_Fillable_Form.pdf
http://www.abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com/reference/2014-2015_ACG_Agreement_Supplement_Guide.pdf
http://www.abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com/reference/2014-2015_ACG_Agreement_Supplement_Guide.pdf
mailto:plotmaintenance@abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com
mailto:plotmaintenance@abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com


WORK IN-KIND SIGN-UP SHEET 

 

Please choose the top 3 areas for your 2015 work in-kind hours. Number them as 1, 2, and 3 for first choice, 
second choice, and third choice. We will do our best to match you up as indicated but this is not a guarantee.  

 

 
 

Name or plot #:            

 

How long have you been with the garden?     

 

Do you have physical limitations that we need to consider when assigning tasks?      

Area for Sign-Up General Tasks 
Choice 

(1, 2, 3) 

Potato patch Soil prep, plant, hill, weed, water   

Raspberry patch Weed, water, prune   

Squash garden Seed, weed, water   

Strawberry patch Weed, water   

Orchard Weed, water   

Herb garden Weed, water   

Greenhouse maintenance Sweep floors, organize tools, clean back rooms   

Lawn maintenance Mowing, weed eater (requires training on the equipment)   

Equipment maintenance 
Maintain equipment, fill-up fuel containers, push back plants in 

compost, check/fix hoses, irrigation lines, water taps 
  

Pots, Beds in front of 

greenhouse, Entrance 

Weed and water the misc. pots, flower beds in front of greenhouse, 

and plants at the entrance 
  

Food donations 
Pickup and deliver food donations to food bank, return container to 

ACG 
  

Goat Care 

Feed, water, exercise only as instructed by Dr. Jane Pritchard.  

Requires dedicated people who will care for the goats on a regular 

basis typically from May to September. This position may require 

more than 6 hours of work in-kind, depending on the number of  

people who sign up. 

  

Other specialty that you 

can donate 

Please describe: 

  



Preparing Your Garden for Winter 

General Tips 
 
1. Do not leave materials such as boards, fenc-

ing, or empty pots lying in or around your 
garden. It creates a habitat for pests like 
voles.  

2. Remove annual plants including tomatoes 
and potatoes. Non-diseased plant parts 
(except tomatoes, potatoes, and peppers) 
can be worked back into the soil to improve 
soil organic matter. 

3. Remove weeds. Weeds can germinate and 
go to seed during the fall increasing your 
work next spring.  

4. Some gardeners cover their plots with porous 
landscape fabric to reduce the weed  
Population. Make sure any cover is secure 
and won’t fly away during our windy wintery 
days. Do not use plastic. 

5. You can plant a cover crop and incorporate 
the “green manure” into your soil in the 
spring. A cover crop also reduces weed 
growth. Be warned that some cover crops 
can grow quite tall making it difficult to  
manage in the spring. We recommend barley 
or oats. Avoid the use of legumes and winter 
cereals like rye or winter wheat. 

6. Place mulch around your sensitive perennials. 
Acceptable mulches include grass clippings, 
straw, leaves, peat moss, manure, fir bark, 
and sawdust. Cardboard and newsprint are 
acceptable provided they are covered. Do not 
use western red cedar bark mulch, black 
plastic, hay, or gravel. 

 
 
 
 

Fall Planting 
 
Although we’ve talked about winterizing your 
plot, there is still time for planting. Harvesting 
some of the below listed plants can begin this fall 
while you will have to wait until next spring/
summer for others. Choose varieties for our  
climate.  

August and September: 

Arugula; corn salad; Pac choi; leaf lettuce;  
spinach; and, winter cabbage and cauliflower. 
Also consider perennial herbs such as parsley. 
Kale, collard greens, and Swiss chard may be 
best from transplants. 

September to mid October:  

Lavender , pansies, poppies, Pac choi, and garlic. 

October to mid November: 

Garlic and broad beans.  
 



The Abbotsford Community Garden Society would like to 
thank all members for their participation in 2014.  

We hope you will stay with us for the 2015 season. 


