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July Work Bee & Barbecue
Saturday July 6 from 10 am to Noon
Volunteer Coordinators: Debi Sand and Alison Spiers
Here is a wonderful opportunity to get to know some
of your gardening neighbours, chalk up some in-kind
hours and help with maintaining the community
garden at the same time, then finish off with a nofuss hot dog and hamburger lunch.The sign-up sheet
in the greenhouse lists some of the tasks we hope to
accomplish. Please add your name and indicate how
much time you can commit. Be sure to check off the
barbecue column so we can get an idea of how many
people we will be feeding.
The bee garden and the goat shed are two of the identified areas we hope to work
on. Talk to the volunteer coordinators if you know of other areas that need work.
We plan to have a volunteer leader for every section that requires workers.
Debi and Alison will be on hand to greet people and get everyone organized. Even
if you don’t sign up ahead of time, they will find a place for you and send you to an
area that needs your help.

Equipment Training and Garden Tour from 9:30 - 10am
We plan to hold a lawn mower and weed eater information session
starting at 9:30 and we need names of volunteers who can lead those
sessions. We have also added this to the sign-up sheet — both for
trainers and those who want to take the training.
As well, we are organizing a tour of the community garden areas
to show volunteers where they are and what needs to be done.
This is intended to eliminate any barriers for volunteers who
want to put in their hours but aren’t quite sure how to go
about it.

Community

“You mean like biters, chewers and gnawers?” “Sure! Slugs, weevils, aphids …” “Oh, I
get it. Cabbage worms, cutworms, earth worms …” “No! Earth worms are the good guys!”
“Oops, sorry. Potato beetles, flea beetles, ladybird beetles …” “Wait a minute … ladybugs
are not pests.” “Okay. Well how about those bees that are always buzzing around?”
“Bees? Hey! They’re the superheros!” “Thanks, Mark. I think I have a lot to learn.”

Garden Talk
Thursday, July
20, 2013 at 7pm

Pest Control
with Mark Sweeney

Competing with the pests for our
delicious fruit and vegetables can
be a challenge, especially given our
commitment to organic gardening.
Here is some expert assistance.
Mark is an Extension Specialist with the Ministry
of Agriculture specializing in small fruits and tree
nuts. He also grows a garden and sells asparagus
to local markets. His extensive experience
with the Ministry gives him a vast repertoire of
suggestions and successful methods for us to try
on our garden plots.

organic

Harvest Fair
Saturday, September 7, 2013

Timely Reminders
Your work-in-kind hours need to be
completed before September 30. Work-inkind is part of the payment for your plot
in the same way that your monetary fee
is. If work-in-kind hours have not been
completed, you will not be able to renew
your plot rental for the next year.
Gardeners are responsible for weeding
and trimming the edges of their plots.
Weeds must not be allowed to go to seed.
Neighbourhood pathways must be kept
clear of rocks, wire, garbage, and tools.
Maintain your plot throughout the season.
Harvest your produce as it ripens. If you
are unable to use your produce, please
consider placing it in the food bank
donation bin provided. Begin plot cleanup as you harvest, and have your plot
clear of debris by September 30. Winter
crops such as kale, leeks, garlic and
Brussels sprouts can be left to mature.
Please do not mow the lawn around
the parking lot when a lot of vehicles
are there. In the past cars
have been damaged by flying
stones, something no one
wants to happen.

One of the most important dates of
our garden year is the annual harvest
barbecue and registration of plots by
current members for the following
year. You will want to save this date as
registration must be done in person.
The Harvest Fair and Barbecue takes
place at our Abbotsford Community
Garden at 1786 Angus Campbell Road. As
always, there will be meat on the grill
and fresh corn on the cob. Gardeners
round out the feast by bringing their
favourite side dishes, made from thier
own garden produce if possible. Recipes
are always welcome.
Watch for new features this year as our
September wind-up gets bigger and better
than ever.

