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Spring iS here

Welcome back to the garden!!  And if it’s your 
first year, just plain welcome! Many of you have 
already been hard at work getting your plots 
ready and sowing your cold weather seeds. Others 
are waiting for that magical Victoria Day week-
end. We look forward to seeing you this spring as 
our gardening in community really takes off.

Once a month, more or less, we’ll be sending you 
the Abbotsford Community Garden newsletter 
to keep you up to date on what’s happening. It 
is distributed by email and also posted on the 
website, or you can stop by the greenhouse for a 
print copy. 

In between issues, you can check the 
Abbotsford Community Garden website at 
www.abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com to get 
the latest announcements, community news 
and documents to download. For maximum 
convenience, you can sign up to receive email 
alerts when the website is updated.
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Plot Cards
Minutes of the Annual General 

Meeting are posted on the website.

Print copies are available in the 

greenhouse.

DirectorS for the coming year

At the Annual General Meeting of the Abbotsford 
Community Garden Society held on April 4, 2012, 
the following people were appointed.

President:  Mark Raymond

Responsible for overall co-ordination of the 
ACG, liason with the City of Abbotsford

Secretary:  Karen Bush

General secretary duties, maintain the web-
site, produce and distribute the newsletter

Treasurer:  Diane Murphy

General treasurer duties, plot registration

Director at Large: Ian Moore

Social Coordinators:  Murdena Basok (social) and 
Sheila Maxfield (educational) 

Coordinate social and/or learning events for 
gardeners during the season

Volunteer (Work-in-Kind) Coordinators: Diane 
Thomas and Karin Larsen

Coordinate monthly work-bees, provide 
weekly guidance (via the greenhouse white 
board) on tasks that require attention, 
coordinate work-in-kind initiatives

Remember, our garden is wonderful 
place because of the community 
volunteers. Treat them well, thank 
them often, and be one of them! 

AGm report

work in kinD

The yearly rental fee for a garden plot in-
cludes six hours of work-in kind. This is not 
optional. Six hours MUST be contributed or 
the gardener is at risk of losing their plot.

Plot cards are in a box in the greenhouse. 
There is a work-in-kind card for each plot. 
Use it to record your hours and the tasks  
you accomplished. 

Two Volunteer Coordinators will organize 
some work bees and maintain an ongoing 
list of gardening tasks that can be done to 
fulfill the hours needed. This list will be 
posted in the greenhouse.

We need a few volunteers who can 
maintain equipment. Is that you?



The garden rules were reviewed, including:

Be sure to lock the greenhouse and gate if 
you are the last person to leave. Check to 
make sure you are not locking someone in.

Only organic gardening methods can be used.

Tall crops are not allowed. Plants six feet 
high or more are not acceptable since it will 
block the light from the next person’s garden.

Keep your garden within your 10 x 20 plot 
area. Anything spreading beyond your plot 
will be mowed.

Please review the Garden Agreement that 
you signed. If you can not locate your copy, 
please go to Resources on the website.  
www.abbotsfordcommunitygarden.com 

There is a disciplinary policy. Gardeners who 
refuse to follow the community garden rules 
will lose their plot. First they will receive 
a caution, then a warning, and if these are 
ignored, their plot rental will be terminated. 

It is important for everyone to 
respect their neighbours and 
follow the rules of the garden.

organic

garDen newS from the agm
Organic mushroom compost has been 
donated by All Season mushrooms. There 
is no charge for the compost, but for every 
wheelbarrow load you deliver to your plot, 
please deliver one to the raised beds.

Rototillers and weedeaters are available but 
have to be kept locked up. Several plot holders 
have keys. Plot holders who have received 
training may use the rototiller for a $3.00 fee 
to cover the cost of fuel and maintenance. 

Suggestions were received for items to 
purchase with the budget of $1300:

- another lawnmower
- a new weed eater
- hose nozzles
- new garden tools
- new wheels for the wheelbarrows
- new sand for the sandbox 

Some social events, speakers and workshops 
will be planned, and your suggestions and 
assistance are invited.

The greenhouse is available for our use, but 
be aware that since it is unheated, it is cool 
at night and hot during the day.



No Dogs

brambles

Sorry, rover

We all love dogs, but one of the main 
complaints received by the directors has 
been about members bringing their dogs 
into the plot area. This was discussed at 
the AGM and a motion was brought forward 
to pass a rule that dogs not be allowed 
anywhere in the community garden. The 
motion was voted on and carried. 

No dogs allowed in the garden

Agriculture in the Classroom has 
been relocated to the field east of the 
plots. The area where they were last 
year is too wet for a good garden. As 
well, the pumpkin patch will again be 
used by students. We will be giving 
them seeds, which have been donated 
by Devon Greenhouse. 

Students will be working in the 

garden on May 17 and June 21.

ag in the claSSroom
Say hello to the new goatS

Dr. Jane Pritchard will again head up 
the goat project this year. Two young 
female goats from Dairy Pride will be 
with us for the summer until they are 
old enough to join the dairy herd. Mean-
while, they will live at our garden and 
help by keeping the blackberry brambles 
under control. 

Thanks go out to the team of volunteers 
who are helping with the daily goat 
care. Dr. Pritchard will hold training for 
those who want to learn to help. 

The goats should not be fed by anyone 
but the designated team members. It 
is also important that the goats not 
be given tap water from the garden 
because it is well water and is not the 
right mineral composition for them.


