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Looking good
June is the month when the hard work of 
preparation and planting starts to pay off. 
Every visit to the garden surprises us. “Look 
how much these seedlings have grown!” 

The community herb garden between the 
parking lot and the greenhouse is ready 
for picking. You are welcome to take some 
parsley, sage, thyme, oregano, lavender 
and chives. Soon these will be cut back so 
they can put up another crop of tender new 
growth. In the meantime, you are invited to 
harvest some fresh herbs for your culinary 
endeavours. For now, please take only from 
the established perennials, not from anything 

that seems to be newly planted.

Did you ever wonder why herb flowers 
are purple? Did you know that you can use 

chive florets in a salad? They taste like        
... onions.

   Enjoy!
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walk
GArden WALK

LEt’s taLk about soiL 
about twenty abbotsford Community 
Garden members attended the first 
monthly garden walk on monday, may 
14. Geoff Hughes-Games, Provincial Soil 
Specialist, bC ministry of agriculture, 
and Lolita aumuller, Soil and nutrient 
management Specialist, bC ministry of 
agriculture, gave short presentations, 
after which the group walked to a 
couple of plots to examine the soil. 
refreshments followed. main Take out messages:

Too much rototilling can ruin 
your soil structure. You are 
sometimes better off to work 
your garden up by hand.

Fall cover crops are an 
effective way to add organic 
matter to your soil.

Too much mushroom compost 
can increase the soil pH to a 
level that is undesirable for 
plant growth.



goats at Work
The two female goats you may have 
already seen at the garden are twin 
girls, on loan from the Goat Pride dairy 
herd. The darker one is named Fergus 
and browner one is called Farkle. (Their 
mother’s name is Shrek.) They were 
born in February this year and are the 
youngest goats we have had. 

It took a while for them to settle in, 
but they are doing well now. When the 
shelter is ready for them they will be 
spending most of their time out in the 
new pen on the hill. 

Please remember to visit them, they 
are very social, but do this along the 
fence, not at the gate, and please do 
not feed them. They are at work eating 
the blackberry leaves.
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upCominG  
GArden WALKs

Thursday, June 14 - 6:00 to 7:30 pm 
Let’s talk about Weeds 

Linda Wilson,   
agriculture and agrifood Canada

Thursday, June 28 - 6:00 to 7:30 pm 
Let’s talk about insects 

Tracy Hueppelsheuser,  
ministry of agriculture Entomologist

Thursday august 10 - 6:00 to 7:30 pm  
Let’s talk about Food Preservation 

Elsie Friesen, ministry of agriculture, 
Food Safety and Quality Specialist  

and marge margison,  
abbotsford Community Kitchen

Thursday September 13 - 6:00 to 7:30 pm 
Let’s talk about Planning 

Speaker to be confirmed



Last year, the City of abbotsford established the agricultural Enhancement Grants 
Program Fund with the abbotsford Community Foundation (aCF) for the purpose of 
supporting the agricultural industry in abbotsford. The grants are to be used towards 
projects that will enhance the agricultural industry in abbotsford through education 
and advocacy, and to increase awareness about the contribution that agriculture 
makes to our economy, community, families, and health.

The abbotsford Community Garden in partnership with agriculture in the Classroom 
was just recently awarded one of these grants to help with capital projects and the 
overall improvement of the garden.

Thanks to this funding, there are four projects that we will be working this summer:

- educational workshops

- raised beds for agriculture in the Classroom

- fruit and nut trees to be planted in orchard area

- milk house roof replacement

We will be looking for volunteers to help with these projects, so if you have an 
interest or skill that we could put to use, please let us know.  more details to come.

our Community Garden Has received an  
abbotsford Community Foundation Grant
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more GArden etiquette
Be sure to close the water taps after you finish 
using the hose. No one wants to come and find 
their plot flooded.

Please leave your car in the parking 
lot unless you have a compelling 
reason to take it farther down the 
drive. We need to keep the play area 
safe, and the front of the greenhouse 
unobstructed. Enjoy the walk.

Please do not bring any compostables 
or garbage from home. only garden 
trimmings and weeds belong in the 
compost bunker. 

If you get it out, put it back. If you use 
it, clean it. Leave everything a little 
better than you found it.

Don’t leave any equipment out in the open. Lock 
the greenhouse and the gate if you’re the last 
one to leave, even if you didn’t unlock them. 



communit y

enjoy
piCniC And pLAy

our picnic and play area gets better every 
year. Thanks to gardeners Wendy and bryon 
Carpenter, we now we have a playhouse and 
slide that is perfect for the littlest garden 
visitors. Thanks also go out to the volunteers 
who built the bark mulch base for it to sit on. 

The other frame that you see by the green-
house will be the new sandbox. We continue 
to make pleas for gardeners to park in the 
parking lot, but as an added precaution, the 
sandbox is being relocated to a safer place, 
farther away from the driveway. 

While we’re on the topic of parking, when I 
was at the garden last week before the barrier 
was put in place, seven cars were parked by the 
greenhouse and mine was very conspicuous, all 
alone in the parking lot. Clearly motivation 
is needed, so here are five reasons why it’s 
better to park in the parking area:

• you get to check out what’s happening in 
the ag in the Classroom pumpkin patch 

• you get to see how the orchard is doing

• you get to snip some aromatic sprigs  
from the herb garden for seasoning

• you get to stroll past different plots and 
see what other gardeners are up to

• you get the opportunity to stop and chat 
with someone — it’s so easy to have a 
conversation over a garden


